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only hope of preserving the country from the horrors of a
desperate civil war. Within a month of her being installed in
power as Queen Regent she published a royal Edict, dated
28th January 1561, stopping all persecutions in consequence
of religion, releasing all who were in prison on that account,
and ordering that there should be full liberty given to the
Protestant religion throughout France. At the same time she
wrote to the Pope demanding that Communion in both kinds
should be administered to the laity, that prayers should be
said in the vulgar tongue, and that certain other reforms in
Church matters desired by the Protestants should be carried
out For the above Edict she was, of course, abused by the
Roman Catholic party, who under the regime of the Guises
had nourished high hopes of seeing Protestantism stamped
out in France; and when a little later she similarly granted
concessions for which the Roman Catholics asked, she in-
curred like abuse from the Protestant party; though there
were a few among the latter who took a more balanced view,
as, for instance, Languet, who wrote that she "sought to
moderate all things " And throughout the years that followed
we find her always struggling to maintain the same attitude,
and incurring odium now from one side and now from the
other in consequence; so that among the writings of the day
the assertions as to her "duplicity" and "double-mindedness"
throve apace. This endeavour to maintain (or recover) peace
by holding the balance between the two parties who divided
France is the key to all Catherine's conduct. She strove for it
earnestly while as yet the two adversaries were only drifting
towards war, and when at last they broke into open war she
again and again brought about peace by the same method;
though only to find her efforts nullified by their inability to
live peaceably together. And this long and strenuous effort
as a peacemaker to France (notwithstanding that by no fault
of hers it failed of permanent success) will ever remafo
Catherine's chief claim to praise.